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Upcoming Workshops: 

March 10 - Free workshop for kids 

March 17 - Free workshop for kids: Leprechaun 

Mask making 

March 10, 17 – Painting Your Way 

March 24 - Easter Baskets 

April 7 - Landscape Tapestry 

May 19 - Taking Your Next Steps in Color 

Sculpting Workshop – See website 

Instructed Life Drawing – See website 

 

Workshops are added frequently, so always check 

the MAG website for the latest schedule. 

 

                    Monthly Meetings:  

 
March 15 – 10 am – Noon, Milton Artists’ Guild Art 

Center 

April 19 – 6pm – 8pm, Milton Artists’ Guild Art 

Center 

This year we are adding MAG Meetups to our 

offerings. Sessions will be on the fourth Wednesday 

of every month with a 9am to Noon group as well as 

a 5-8pm group.  These meetups are to help promote 

fellowship within the club.  Members bring in a 

project to do, show and tell, and critiques.  For more 

information, contact Cathy LaClair. 

And its Wonderful Members 

by Ellen Young 

Ellen Young created this painting to celebrate the 

Art Center and its wonderful members.  She wanted 

to express how much she admired and was inspired 

by her fellow artists at the Milton Artists’ Guild art 

center and gallery.  To read more about the artists in 

the painting, check out her post.  It’s public, so you 

should be able to see it even if you aren’t connected 

with Ellen on Facebook  

:https://www.facebook.com/ellen.young.165/posts/1

702183073154418?pnref=story 

  

 
 

 

The mission of the Milton Artist's Guild is 

to support the creative endeavors of 

members and to stimulate appreciation of 

the visual arts in Milton, Vermont. 

http://www.miltonartistsguild.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ellen.young.165/posts/1702183073154418?pnref=story
https://www.facebook.com/ellen.young.165/posts/1702183073154418?pnref=story
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by Ellen Young 

“It all started with driftwood” 

-- Bill Kaigle 

If you see a couple down by the beach, scavenging 

for planks – or buying boards off an old building 

that’s coming down or at a tag sale looking over 

something wooden but falling apart – it just might 

be Jen and Bill Kaigle.    

           

They have been making beautiful hand painted signs 

out of objects that have lost their former purpose for 

almost two decades. 

Bill made his first sign out of naturally aged wood in 

1999, meticulously hand drawing and then painting 

the letters.  It said “Antiques,” and it must have been 

pretty nice, because a friend saw it and asked him to 

make a sign for his parents’ camp.  Soon other 

people started asking, and a business grew out of it 

with Bill designing and doing the woodworking, and 

Jen coming in later to do the incredibly precise hand 

painting.  (They met at a graphics design class in 

college.  Sweet.)  

They collect all sorts of materials that might not 

look useful now, but will turn out to be perfect for a 

particular sign later.  Sometimes they use pieces 

from several different old items, gluing, painting, 

sanding, and often keeping some of the old paint for 

a rustic look.  Bill and Jen have made signs out of 

old fence posts, wooden slatted blinds, part of an old 

toboggan, the headboard of a bed, parts of old doors, 

and of course driftwood.   

Their work has been in demand pretty much from 

day one, and a reason for that is they’re a bit unique. 

 Not only are all their signs made from reclaimed 

materials, but the Kaigles are among the few sign 

makers that do hand painting.  Most use a screen 

printing, but Jen hand paints every single letter and 

image from Bill’s patterns.  It’s a great, quality look. 

          

Bill and Jen sell their signs through their business, 

Ye Olde Sign Shoppe, which they run out of their 

home and beautiful old barn at 30 Railroad Street, in 

Milton.  The home office is filled with patterns and 

ideas and paint supplies, and the barn is filled with 

tools and a crazy amount of jagged pieces of wood. 

 That’s also where they display their finished signs 

for sale.     

         

You can shop at their barn by appointment (please 

call or email first – contact info is below) or take a 

look at their website: 

www.yeoldesignshoppe.net, 

or their Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/YeOldeSignShoppeVT. 

 

http://www.yeoldesignshoppe.net/
https://www.facebook.com/YeOldeSignShoppeVT
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Member Spotlight – Cont’d 

Ye Olde Sign Shoppe is also a complete graphic 

design and print business.  If you want to turn your 

artwork into prints and cards to sell, if you need 

business cards, or if you want a flyer or brochure 

designed for your art business, they are a source you 

should definitely check out.   

They’ve given a lot back to the community.  

They’ve donated design services many, many times 

to the Milton Artist’s Guild, the Milton Historical 

Society, and other local nonprofits.  They just 

designed elegant business cards and brochures for 

us, and also designed our new sign for the Milton 

Artists’ Guild Art Center & Gallery.  Many thanks, 

Bill and Jen. 

If you’d like to contact them for signs or design and 

print services, they can be reached at: Ye Olde Sign 

Shoppe, 30 Railroad Street, Milton, VT 05468, 

802.893.7387, 802.734.0758, or by email at 

Bill@YeOldeSignShoppe.net.  Their work can also 

be seen and purchased at the MAG Art Center. 

The MAG ‘Valentine’ mini fundraiser, where many 

members lovingly created a valentine ornament for 

sale at $5-$8 a piece generated a total of $69 for the 

MAG. Thank you to all of the artists for their 

donation and thank you to all who bought a 

beautiful ornament! 

BIG news: The MAG has signed up with the 

Vermont Crafts Council and we are on the Spring 

Open Studio map this coming Memorial weekend! 

Stop by to see artists demonstrating their media and 

view all of the 100+ exhibitors at the MAG Gallery. 

 

El Towle has retired from teaching art he is 

enjoying creating art in his Lake Champlain  studio. 

During these past cold winter months El has been 

busy working in both acrylic and oils on the subject 

of cows.  He will be one of the featured artist for the 

month of April at the AIR St. Albans, Vt.   

 El’s painterly cows have personality, color and a 

touch of the whimsy. 

Claudette Eaton will be exhibiting 6 of her latest 

pieces at the Capital Region Visitors Center in 

Montpelier for the next two months.  She has two 

new Easter themed pieces coming, and will have 

cards of both of them available at the Art Center. 

The single Bunny painting is titled 'Easter Bunny 

Caught in the Act'. The other is called 'Signs of 

Spring'. 

     

Sharon Radtke is participating in the Arts Alive 5th 

Photography Show at Main Street Landing in 

March.  She will also have an exhibit at the 

Northwestern Medical Center in St. Albans. Next 

she will be exhibiting at Laura B’s Restaurant in 

Milton during the months of April/May. Sharon has 

also been accepted as an “Emerging Artist” in the 

East Lansing Art Festival in East Lansing, Michigan 

for May 19 and 20. This juried fine arts show 

features 200 artists from all of over the United 

States with 60,000 attendees. 

 

 

 

mailto:Bill@YeOldeSignShoppe.net
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Around the Guild – Cont’d 

Raymond McClure had the opportunity to tour 

Lund and wrote an article about it that appeared in 

the Lund Newsletter.  He called my two page essay 

"The Butterfly and The Heart" and had included a 

little butterfly image at the top of the first page and a 

little heart image at the top of the second page.  

Even though they didn’t include his images in the 

newsletter, they published the following image with 

the article: 

 

Rochelle Wallace is excited to be a new member of 

MAG and is looking forward to exhibiting her 

jewelry and cards in the Art Center. She is active in 

coordinating all kinds of activities for the 

Homeschooling Community and would very much 

like to be able to collaborate with MAG to offer 

crafts of all kinds in such a great place to the 

Homeschooling Community. Feel free to contact 

Rochelle to learn more about how you can connect 

art and homeschooling. 

 

Barbara Pafume is teaching four full day painting 

workshops - any medium- beginners as well as 

advanced artists, at MAG.  She will also be 

facilitating a Social Sunday event, 1-3pm, 3/18 for 

children.  We will be painting different kinds of 

trees with tempera. 

 

Barbara is actively working with the MHS co-

principals and will, upon their request, meet with 

teachers to help identify students who would be 

interested and enjoy being involved with MAG and 

being on a planning committee.   Finally, she is 

currently matting and framing some of her recent 

work for exhibits this summer and fall, including 

this one below: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Jessica Remmey has been contacted by Penguin 

Random House about using her photo, "Burlington, 

Vermont & Lake Champlain" as a cover photo for 

the book "Our Towns: A 100,000 Mile Journey into 

the Heart of America" by James Fallows and 

Deborah Fallows.  They have also contacted her 

about using another photo for the back cover.  The 

book will be published in May with a 60,000 print 

run.    

 

Julie McGowan and Mary Claire Carroll will 

present their Luminous Landscapes of Vermont at 

the Emile A. Gruppe Gallery, 22 Barber Farm Road, 

Jericho, VT, from June 7 – July 15.  Julie is a 

contemporary Hudson River School painter who 

uses their 19
th

 Century oil palette and techniques 

that include a grisaille underpainting and transparent 

color glazing.  Mary Claire, a well-known local 

portrait and landscape photographer, has used her 

camera to capture the native beauty of the scenes 

that Julie has painted throughout Northern Vermont. 
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Around the Guild – Cont’d 

Gary Walz will be exhibiting at the beCAUSE 

Craft Show at Ross Sports Center at St. Michaels 

College on Saturday, March 10.  All exhibitors will 

be donating at least 50% of their profits to a charity 

of their choice. 

Milton Public Library 

March/April: Linda Moran – Marbled Fabrics 

June/July: Donna Blatchly 

 

The Community Gallery  

(Milton Town Offices) 

March/April: Claudia Stoeffler - Photography 

 

BioTek Instruments (Winooski) 

Currently: Katie Paquette – Photography; Melanie 

Bishop – Photography; Julie Griffis – Resin Flow 

Painting 

Upcoming: Caleb Foster, Tim Santimore, Linda 

Moran, Heidi Carlin, Katherine Putzier and Donna 

Underwood Owens 

The Law Offices of Matthew C. Little 

(South Hero) 

February/March: Heidi Chamberlain – Monotype 

prints 

April/May – Heidi Carlin 

 

LCATV (Colchester) 

Donna Underwood Owens,  

Linda Moran 

 

U.S. Attorney’s Office (Burlington) 

Laura B’s (Milton) 

February/March: Ellen Young – Landscape 

Paintings of Vermont 

If you would like to exhibit for any current openings 

or future dates, please contact Ellen Young 

Music is art too!  One of the Art Centers’ musical 

performances, featuring Steve Hartmann on vocals. 

 

The MAG Photography Club is off and running, 

having had their 2
nd

 meeting already. 

 

The purpose is to share images for storytelling and 

critiquing as well as discussing about techniques, 

tips and inspiration.  They are a diverse community 

of creative, open people and everyone has a story to 

tell or a special technique that inspires others.   

 

Meetings are the 4
th

 Wednesday of the month from 

5:30 to 8:00 pm.  For more information contact  

Dave Lesperance or Bernhard Wunder. 
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As part of the Milton Winter Festival, the MAG 

sponsored the first annual Masquerade Ball, held at 

the Eagles Club on February 10.  MAG even held a 

mask making workshop a week before so everyone 

could come masked up!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We don’t know who any of these people are due 

to their great masks! 

 

 

 

 

 

Please visit the MAG website calendar for monthly 

updates on many new activities being held at our 

Gallery and Art Center. 


